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Subregion 7: Santa Maria River to Point Conception 
Areas of Convergence and Divergence among Packages 1, 2 and 3 

 
Point Sal: 
 
 Divergence: Only Package 3 proposes an SMR at Point Sal. The issue in 

this area is tradeoffs between ecological value (headland with rocky 
habitat, kelp beds) and fishing affected (nearshore rockfish and associated 
species, rock crab, Dungeness crab, surfperch, halibut, white seabass, 
anchovy, squid, mackerel, and salmon fisheries). 

 
Purisima Point: 
 
 Divergence: Only Package 2 proposes an SMR at Purisima Point. The 

issue in this area is tradeoffs between ecological value (headland with 
rocky habitat, kelp beds) and fisheries affected (nearshore rockfish and 
associated species, rock crab, Dungeness crab, halibut, mackerel, and 
white seabass). An issue is whether the Department of Defense will 
support additional MPAs in this area, which is adjacent to Vandenberg Air 
Force Base. 

 
 
Vandenberg coast to Point Conception: 
 
 
 Divergence: Packages 1 and 3 propose SMRs in the nearshore north of 

Pt. Arguello in the Vandenberg Security Zone 4 area to take advantage of 
the existing military restrictions and ecological values in this area 
(headland with rocky habitat, upwelling center).  An issue is whether the 
Department of Defense will support additional MPAs in this area. 

 
Divergence: Package 2 proposes a nearshore SMR in the southern part of the 
study region just north of Point Conception. The issue in this area is the tradeoff 
between ecological value (this area represents a transition zone between two 
bioregions, is a strong upwelling center and has high productivity) and fisheries 
affected (including lobster and sheephead, nearshore rockfish and associated 
species, rock crab, anchovy, mackerel, squid, and white seabass).  An issue is 
whether the Department of Defense will support additional MPAs in this area. 



MLPA Central Coast Project: Proposed MPAs and Regulations in Packages 1, 2, 3 and AC Subregion 7 (Santa Maria River to Point Conception)

Package 1 Package 2 Package 3 Package AC
MPA Name  

(Level of 
Protection )

Allowed/ Disallowed Uses
MPA Name 

(Level of 
Protection )  

Allowed/ Disallowed Uses MPA Name (Level 
of Protection)

Allowed/ 
Disallowed 

Uses

MPA Name  
(Level of 

Protection)

Allowed/ 
Disallowed Uses

Point Sal State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR )

No take. Pt. Sal State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR)

No take.

Purisma Point 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take. Purisima Point 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR)

No Take

 Purisima Point 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area (SMCA-
Low)

Open to 
recreational 
fishing but closed 
to all other 
activities

Vandenberg 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR)

No commercial or recreational fishing permitted, 
including take of invertebrates.

Point Conception 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR )

No take. Vandenberg State 
Marine Reserve 
(SMR ) 

No take Arguello 
Promontory 
State Marine 
Reserve (SMR)

No Take

Vandenberg 
Danger Zone 4 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area (SMCA-
High)

Commercial and recreational salmon fishing and 
crabbing allowed.

Boathouse State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area (SMCA-
Low)

Prohibits all 
activities except: 
recreational 
fishing and diving, 
training for search 
and rescue 
groups, and 
activities relating 
to delivery of 
parts to VAFB. 

SC = special closure, SMR = state marine reserve, SMP = state marine park, SMCA = state marine conservation area
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